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active participant in various New York City po-
litical organizations that have produced elec-
toral success. While participating in these ac-
tivities, Mr. Bowman has managed to earn
certificates and degrees from Goddard Col-
lege, Pratt Institute, Staten Island Community
College, and the New York Training Institute.

Married to Phyllis Bowman for 47 years, he
is a father of seven, a grandfather, and a
great grandfather. At age 75, Harding Bow-
man continues to help the community by stay-
ing active and admonishing elected officials
‘‘not to forget where they came from.’’ I am
pleased to recognize his outstanding contribu-
tions and to introduce him to my colleagues.
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OF MARYLAND
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Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, It is a great
pleasure to bring to the attention of my col-
leagues the celebration of the 100th anniver-
sary of the Charles County Courthouse in
Maryland. Located in the town of La Plata with
a unique history, the Courthouse has special
meaning to the entire region.

Court was convened for the first time at the
Charles County Courthouse on May 25, 1658,
in what is currently referred to as Port To-
bacco. In 1674, a building was erected at
Moore’s Lodge about one mile from La Plata.
This building was abandoned in 1728 and the
courts moved back to original dwellings in Port
Tobacco. This was one of the earliest known
communities on the east coast and it later be-
came the site of Charles County Colonial gov-
ernment.

The courthouse was completed in 1729 at a
cost of 12,000 pounds of tobacco. Destroyed
by a windstorm in the early 1800’s, a brick
structure was built on the same site and occu-
pied by 1820. A suspicious fire completely de-
stroyed the courthouse, reportedly due to the
controversy surrounding the proposed move of
the county seat to La Plata. In 1894, the legis-
lature approved moving the county seat and
provided for a special election to determine
the site. On June 4, 1895 La Plata was picked
to become the county seat. Completed in
1896 under architect Joseph C. Johnson, a
brick Victorian Gothic edifice was built on the
present site.

This new courthouse changed little over the
years, until the completion of the south addi-
tion in 1954. This addition was actually much
larger than the original courthouse, easily dou-
bling the size. The courthouse was dedicated
with fitting ceremonies on October 2, 1954. In
the mid-1970’s, the rear of the 1896 building
was extended in a typical 18th century style,
completely covering the old structure. Today
the courthouse is in continuous use, serving
as one of the focal points of the growing
Charles County region.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join
with me in congratulating the fine people of
Charles County on this momentous occasion
and in wishing the best of luck for the court-
house and its occupants over the next 100
years.
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Mr. POSHARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

congratulate the Decatur Airport, owned and
operated by the Decatur Park District, on the
occasion of its 50th anniversary of service to
the community. Since its inception in 1946, the
Decatur Airport has provided an excellent fa-
cility as a gateway to the national air transpor-
tation system and a vital link to the rest of the
globe. Due to the airport’s emphasis of supe-
rior safety and maintenance, public relations,
and Federal grant administration, it is not sur-
prising that this facility earned the coveted Air-
port of the Year awards from the State of Illi-
nois in 1988, 1994, and again in 1996, its
golden anniversary year.

The Decatur Airport serves not only the var-
ious facets of aviation—general and corporate
aviation, military, scheduled passenger, and
air cargo carrier services—but also as an eco-
nomic engine for the community. The airport
and the various businesses and agencies that
call it home generate in excess of $35 million
in total economic impact for the community of
Decatur and the surrounding area, as well as
providing employment for over 400 of its citi-
zens.

Mr. Speaker, on August 31, 1996, the Deca-
tur Airport will offer a 50th Birthday Party for
the community to celebrate this half-century of
progress with special events both on the
ground and in the air for all to enjoy. I am
proud to join with the citizens of Decatur and
other airport users in congratulating the Deca-
tur Park District on their foresight and efforts
in developing the Decatur Airport into the su-
perior facility it has grown to be. It is an honor
to represent the Decatur area in the U.S. Con-
gress, and I wish the airport continued suc-
cess as it ventures into the 21st century.
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Mr. KIM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today—along
with my colleague Mr. ABERCROMBIE—to offer
legislation which would establish a 3-year pilot
program that would waive the visa require-
ment of Korean nationals who travel to the
United States in tour groups.

While I still believe that a bill that includes
Korea in the overall Visa Waiver Pilot Program
is the best answer, I realize there are still
some obstacles that need to be worked out.
Therefore the bill we introduce today is a good
first step and I commend the gentleman from
Hawaii for it.

My reasons for cosponsoring this legislation
are twofold: First, the current situation at the
U.S. Embassy’s Consular Affairs office in
Seoul is embarrassing and unacceptable. The
problem stems from two counteracting forces:
the lack of sufficient space and personnel in
the Consular Affairs office and the ever in-
creasing number of South Koreans requesting
nonimmigrant, visitor visas.

Currently, the Consular Affairs office in
Seoul is understaffed, over-worked and unable
to meet the demands of reviewing over 2,000
visa applications per day. This unfortunate sit-
uation has resulted in extremely long lines of
potential tourists to the United States who are
growing more and more impatient, annoyed
and disheartened with the way they are being
treated.

During a recent trip to South Korea, I per-
sonally witnessed the most shameful treat-
ment of human beings. One potential tourist
told me that he had been waiting in line for 3
days. Three days. He had come all the way
from the southern end of South Korea, since
the United States does not have any other
Consular Affairs offices in Korea. Another
woman, who appeared to be in her thirties, ex-
plained her frustration at having to stand out-
side during a thunderstorm because there is
no shelter from the elements available. I was
personally ashamed, as I suspect many of my
colleagues would have been, by these tales of
inhumane treatment.

These are but two examples of the growing
frustration and disappointment many South
Koreans are vocalizing. This has resulted in a
growing sentiment of discontent with the Unit-
ed States. They rightly point out that this is no
way for friends to treat friends. If we are to re-
tain our place in the hearts of the Korean peo-
ple we must do something to reverse this
trend. While I have been able to persuade the
State Department to focus more resources in
this area, and while the worst of these situa-
tions have been resolved—at least for the time
being—there remains a tremendous backlog
and frequent examples of frustrating delays
and arbitrary rejections. Providing a visa waiv-
er for tour groups would alleviate some of this
problem.

My second reason for cosponsoring this leg-
islation is pure economics. Currently, South
Korea is the sixth largest trading partner with
the United States. This has resulted in total
United States exports equalling over $14 bil-
lion with a cumulative direct investment of
over $1 billion by United States companies in
South Korea. This ever growing market has al-
lowed for a continued growth in personal in-
comes for the South Korean people. The net
result has been an increased demand by Ko-
rean tourists to visit the United States.

According to the Travel and Tourism Admin-
istration, South Korean arrivals were expected
to reach over 600,000 in 1995, up an aston-
ishing 900 percent from the 1987 levels. Of
the over 400,000 South Korean travelers who
came to the United States in 1993, 35 percent
came for vacations or holidays with another 35
percent coming to visit friends or relatives.
Most of such travel has been to California,
New York, Hawaii, Arizona, and Florida. With
an estimated $1 billion in potential tourism dol-
lars to spend, it is easy to see the importance
of promoting easier access to the U.S. tourist
market which has experienced considerable
losses over the past few years. Simply put,
more Korean tourists equals more business
and jobs in the United States.

My home State of California is a perfect ex-
ample of how important tourism is to the Unit-
ed States. According to the California Division
of Tourism, California’s travel and tourism in-
dustry generates $55.7 billion annually, which
is 6.5 percent of the Gross State Product.
Overall, California would rank eighth in terms
of international tourism as a separate nation,
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ahead of Switzerland, Singapore, Mexico,
Canada, and Japan.

On a more national front, travel and tourism
is the third largest employer in the Nation after
business and health services. In fact, travel
exceeds the combined payrolls of the U.S.
steel and motor vehicles manufacturing indus-
tries. Between 1983 and 1993, travel-related
employment and payroll has steadily in-
crease—with payrolls nearly doubling and the
number of jobs rising 38 percent. These kinds
of numbers only further the argument that
travel and tourism will double in size over the
next decade, resulting in more job opportuni-
ties for people throughout the world. The Unit-
ed States must work to ensure its place in the
travel and tourism industry by opening our
doors to an economy which has been growing
continuously over the past decade—South
Korea. America has always been the first
choice of destination for almost all Koreans.

However, under the current situation of long
lines and endless delays, many Koreans are
fed up with waiting and are going instead to
Canada—which has a waiver policy toward
Korea—Europe or Australia. We stand to lose
millions of dollars and thousands of American
jobs because of our broken visa system.

The legislation we offer today would estab-
lish a 3-year pilot program that would waive
the visa requirement for Korean nationals who
travel to the United States in tour groups.
Under the program, selected travel agencies
in Korea would be allowed to issue temporary
travel permits. The applicants would be re-
quired to meet the same prerequisites re-
quired by the U.S. Embassy.

This pilot program also includes additional
restrictions to help prevent overstays. These
include: The stay can be no longer than 15
days; The visitor must have a round-trip ticket;
The visitor must pose no threat to the welfare,
health, safety, or security of the United States;
Tour operators must post a $200,000 bond
with the Secretary of State, and will be penal-
ized if a visitor fails to return on time; tour op-
erators will be required to provide written cer-
tification of the on-time return of each visitor
within the tour group; the Secretary of State or
Attorney General can terminate the program if
the overstay rate exceeds 2 percent.

This bill represents a strong first step in
solving the visa backlog in Seoul.

I urge my colleagues to join Mr. ABERCROM-
BIE and me and cosponsor this legislation.
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Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to offer legislation which will authorize
a study to assist in the implementation of the
recommendation of the Joint Federal/State
Commission on Policies and Programs affect-
ing Alaska Natives. This legislation is needed
to address the social and economic crisis sta-
tus of Alaska Natives.

In 1990, President Bush signed Public Law
101–379 which created a public commission
funded jointly by Federal and State appropria-
tions to complete a comprehensive study on

the social and economic conditions of Alaska
Natives and the effectiveness of programs and
policies of the United States and the State of
Alaska which provide services to the Alaska
Native communities. This was in response to
the 1989 report ‘‘Report on the Status of Alas-
ka Natives: A Call for Action’’ published in co-
operation by the Alaska Federation of Natives
and the University of Alaska’s Institute for So-
cial and Economic Research. A 14-member
commission was formed, half of whom were
appointed by the President of the United
States and the remainder of whom were ap-
pointed by the Governor of the State of Alas-
ka.

The primary focus of the study was to pro-
vide an in-depth analysis, with specific rec-
ommendations to Congress, the President of
the United States, the Alaska Legislature, the
Governor of the State of Alaska, and the Na-
tive community on the social and economic
conditions of Alaska Natives. The commission
completed 2 years of research, public hear-
ings, and task force discussions, and submit-
ted its report to the Congress, the President of
the United States, the Alaska Legislature, and
the Governor of Alaska in May 1994.

Volume one of a three-volume report pro-
vides an overview and summary of 22 months
of hearings, research, and deliberations. ‘‘Na-
tive Self-Reliance,’’ ‘‘Native Self-Determina-
tion,’’ and the ‘‘Integrity of Alaska Native Cul-
tures’’ are the central fundamentals of the first
volume. It also provides the historical causes
of Native personal and cultural breakdowns.
Also include in this first volume are statistics
on Native social/cultural, judicial/correctional,
economic, educational, physical/behavioral
health problems. Finally, 34 main policy rec-
ommendations—plus an additional 76 rec-
ommendations—was submitted to the United
States, and State of Alaska, the Alaska Native
community and the general public.

Volume two provides a narrative text, data,
and recommendations of five separate studies
of Native problems conducted by the Commis-
sion’s task forces: ‘‘Alaska Native Physical
Health,’’ ‘‘Social/Cultural Issues and the Alco-
hol Crisis,’’ ‘‘Economic Issues and Rural De-
velopment; Alaska Native Education,’’ and
‘‘Self-Governance & Self-Determination.’’

The final volume provides a full narrative
text, data, and recommendations of two sepa-
rate studies of Native public policy issues con-
ducted by the Commission: ‘‘Alaska Native
Subsistence,’’ and ‘‘Alaska Native Tribal Gov-
ernment.’’

The Committee on Resources held a joint
oversight hearing with the Senate Energy and
Natural Resources Committee and the Senate
Indian Affairs Committee to accept testimony
on the Alaska Native Commission report dated
May 1994 from the Alaska Native Community,
the Governor of the State of Alaska, industry
representatives and from the administration.
Their testimony focused on recommendations
provided by the Commission report on how to
address the extremely volatile social and eco-
nomic conditions of Alaska Natives. This legis-
lation is the outcome of the testimony accept-
ed by all entities in the first step of addressing
the crisis status of the Alaska Natives.

NATIONAL GUARD’S ROLE IN THE
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Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, the illegal pro-
duction, transportation, sale and use of drugs
has caused widespread concern both in do-
mestic and international circles. Unfortunately,
illicit drugs are a lucrative business, with the
total volume of drug trading estimated by
some at many billions each and every year.
Indeed, according to data released by the Na-
tional Guard, the retail value of illegal drugs
may now exceed international trade in oil, and
is second only to the arms trade. The complex
problems arising from drug abuse cannot be
underestimated, and we need all of our gov-
ernment entities to unite in fighting this
scourge.

The National Guard Bureau’s Counterdrug
Directorate is one entity that has done excel-
lent work in combatting the spread of illicit
substances in our schools and on the streets.
Its citizen soldiers in our local communities,
play a key role in support of local law enforce-
ment, and local community action to battle il-
licit drugs and drug abuse, especially by our
young.

The National Guard’s supportive role is es-
sential. They provide direct support to local
and Federal law enforcement agencies, along
with drug reduction activities in our schools,
and in over 3,700 communities in the United
States.

The National Guard Bureau Counterdrug Di-
rectorate serves to provide world-class
counterdrug support to local, State, and Fed-
eral drug law enforcement agencies. Their ex-
pertise in the field of counter drug production,
smuggling, and sale is being increasingly re-
lied upon, not only by domestic agencies, but
also by international law enforcement agen-
cies as well.

Perhaps the National Guard’s success lies
in the premise that the Bureau permits civilian
citizen soldiers to take a proactive role in con-
fronting one of our greatest social problems,
and thus contributing toward the quality of life
in their local communities, and in our society
overall.

The National Interagency Counterdrug Insti-
tute [NICI] is just a small example of the ef-
forts made by the National Guard to train mili-
tary organizations, civilian agencies, and com-
munity organizations in coordinated, and effec-
tive counter drug efforts. The goal is to im-
prove the efficiency of support for civil authori-
ties, and the National Guard has proven itself
to be more than equal to this important chal-
lenge.

Indeed, the National Guard also provides
critical, technical, and general support to law
enforcement agencies, such as intelligence
analysis, engineering support, language as-
sistance, and cargo inspection. Their function
does not end there, for the Guard will assist
with aerial reconnaissance, and drug edu-
cation efforts as well.

My own bill—H.R. 3524—introduced on May
23, 1996, would expand the role of the Na-
tional Guard in helping the Immigration and
Naturalization Service [INS] to efficiently and
economically transport for eventual deporta-
tion, those criminal aliens who have violated a
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